Hence, the light ought naturally to be sufficiently intense, in order to produce within a small space a sufficient degree of illumination. With the diminution of the light, the necessity increases to produce more room for the admission of the luminous rays ; that is, the necessity to dilate the pupil takes place.
A second function the Iris shares also in common with other muscles. In all muscles, namely, there is a sensation to distinguish the condition itself; that is, their relaxation, diminution of their energy, weariness, the degree of contraction, and other circumstances. The Iris also possesses this sensation, and here also it has the like object.
In that it retained the same for a longer time. Thus it took place once, that after it had been already subjected to irritation for a long time, the cord of the Sympathetic Nerve below the first ganglion could no longer be brought into reaction by applying the greatest degree of irritation, while the slightest touch of the ganglion itself produced effects. The continuation of the Sympathetic Nerve above the first cervical ganglion, I also subjected to the same sort of proof.
I have not, however, been able to find that to its excitation a greater degree of force is requisite than to that of the ganglion itself, as appears to result from the observation of
